
Mrs. Bronson Howard Tells
of the First "Henrietta"

Of Iho uiidioncj wiiioli witni'MtuI tlio
,.ptiiiir. pcrformaiicu of William H. Ctuno

. I IV)Ula- - Fairbitnkt in "Tim New
lnnetu" at thu Knickerbocker Theatre
i) Monday night vn Mr.. Bronson

ilnu-in- l, widow of tin will known
.ini,.itit Mr. Ilownnl wit tlip honles

r ii f.imllv pnrty that IneliKleil Hronson
Iltm.irl Wrttpnimii, nephew of tlio writer.

v,i Iho lirvt time. Mr, Howard linn
..en iho comedy in lis new form and tlio
i'itid l i in.- - in nearly llrteen yeam Unit ulie
,id hcorU tlm fatnillar linp.i who had rend

ir and over villi her hul,ititt when his
v w.n In Its form iiivy hUiro nearly

i i y year iiro
strangely enough," ivniirUcd Mr

lliu.inl, "inv mind went txick beyond
tiic npoulrirt of thu original 'Henrietta.'

- I caught the liuiRl'lor and resHnio to
'hi; of (ho comedy my mind's eye
I fid a tili'turu of thu dren rehearsal the
instil lieforo the. piece opened at the old
t moil Ntuiire. Theatre In Lis;. Mr
lluw iid had worked very hard upon the
e. ory and had reached that lage in tilt
i.cilivo writer' work whom ono lonui
f.uih in il completely It reoincd to mo
I lie rehear..'! I was progronaing splendidly,
Imt Mr Howard was norvoiis and ulightly
,l,.)i,.4(.d and I could feel ItU mood. At
ttn juncture Mr. I'r.ino eamn over to

ln're wo were Hitting His face was
beaming and patting Mr Howard affec-
tionately upon Iho I Mel; he t:ihl in hi
emphatic way

Bronson, we've got it mho
"It wasu convincing nd -- nindi d

t .ll of relief to me. I can assure you 01
ruiiixetho following niKht fully confirmed
Mr Cranu's optiiuiHtio cstimute, and the

nt history of the comedy is well
enough known to hear it out "

Several offers have been made lo Mi.
II iw.ird to permit a revival of "The Hen
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rietta" finco Sttntrt Hobson laid it aside,
but she could nover bring herself to con-
sent to the plan, latt iiimmer when Mr.
Joseph llrooki propoied a revision of the
comedy witli Mr. Crane iti It the ptopowl
struck her lavorably. Mr Drool; pro-
duced the story originally and Mr Crano
had been Intimately Identified with olio of
its characters, so she felt sure that they
would do full Jmtlce to the original

"I wish to thank ThkSl'.v," Mrs.
said, "for this of expressing
my congratulations to Mr Winchell Smith
and Victor Mapcs for their work in fitting
tbo play to present considerations.
The changes they have made In the text
nnd in the situations are judicious

"I may bo a bit old fashioned in my
notions regarding the drama, but I've
always considered that the theatie was
primaiily a place of amusement. The
unpleasant themes of many of our modern
plays are distasteful to mo. I think many
playgoore wilt welcome nuanco to sen
the good old illusions of real people in a
series of comedy situations with a touch
of pathos mid the note of Juiiiiun appeal
to heighten their effectiveness I felt
myself again to the story of
this little family gioup and that line utidi-inic- o

on the opening night expressed to
my understanding the sumo viewpoint

"It was u splendid Mr
Crane has mellowed nnd grown mote
unctuous in his characterization of old
Sick Mr 1'iiirUmks as llrrtie was a new
study to me I liked moie than I can
actually tell Voil He does not suggest
thu lato Mr. ltobsou to me In any sense.

lie was chosen wisely to make it
a new anil individual character study
I am deeply grateful lo the producers,
the revisionists and I lie players for their
splendid handling ot Mr
comedy."
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RUN ELLA ia i little
Maid who lives a se
cluded Garden a garden

of no time nor place, 'whera
it is always. afternoon.'

"But wordly Love intrudta
in the person of boy, Pierrot,
chief of.a band of strolling
players. And Prunella be-

comes Pierrette, and live
the life'of the World.

"Then, disillusioned and
forsaken, she returns to the
unchanging Garden, only
learn in the arms of Pierrot
whom her affection has trans-
formed, that a little weeping
does not blind theeyesof Love.

"Such, in brief, is the story
uf this exquisite, happy little
plav. But it is not the story
of PRUNKLLA that consti-

tutes its chief and novel charm.
Opera-lik- e the fullness cf its
musical setting, it is not an op-

era; suggesting the pantomime
it is not a pantomime.

"Ir is best described a A
Fantasy With Music. Miss
Marguerite Clark plays the
title part."
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